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Company HQ 

One Big Man (Level III) 

One Renault R-35 tank 

One C7P recovery vehicle 

DIVISION SUPPORT UNITS 

 

1st Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II)  

Three Renault R-35 tanks 

Infantry Companies 

Support from companies or platoons of 

Polish infantry 

A single tank battalion equipped with Renault R-35 tanks. Their crews have three Actions 

and therefore a morale of three. 

 

Motorcycle Reconnaissance Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Three rifle squads of eight men each, 

mounted on motorcycles 

The Polish Army of 1939 

2nd Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II)  

Three Renault R-35 tanks 

3rd Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II)  

Three Renault R-35 tanks 

4th Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II)  

Three Renault R-35 tanks 

BATTALION SUPPORT UNITS 

 

Anti-Aircraft MG Platoon 

Four lkm wz. 08/15 or rkm wz.28 LMGs  

Five FIAT 508 field cars as transport 

 

HMG Section 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Three Ckm.wz.30 HMG teams (5 crew 

each) 

Sapper Platoon 

Three engineer squads of ten men each 

mounted in a variety of vehicles. 

Possible vehicles are: 

 Laffly field cars 

 3t Berliet CBA (4x2) trucks 

 2t Praga RV (6x4) trucks 

 Chevrolet (4x2) trucks 



Notes 

21st Light Tank Battalion 

In 1938 the Polish Army bought two R 35 

tanks for testing. After a series of tests it 

was found that the design was completely 

unreliable and the Poles decided to buy 

the French SOMUA S35 tanks instead, a 

proposal that was later refused by the 

French government.  

As the threat of war became apparent and 

the production rate of the new Polish 7TP 

tank was insufficient, it was decided to 

buy a hundred R 35 tanks as an 

emergency measure in April 1939. The 

first fifty (other sources lower the number 

to 49) arrived in Poland in July 1939, along 

with three Hotchkiss H35 tanks bought for 

testing. 

Most were put into service with the Łuck 

based 12th Armoured Battalion. During 

the Invasion of Poland, 45 tanks formed 

the core of the newly created 21st Light 

Tank Battalion that was part of the 

general reserve of the Commander in 

Chief and organized in French pattern.  

The unit was meant to defend the 

Romanian Bridgehead, but was divided 

after the Soviet invasion of Poland of 17 

September when those plans became 

obsolete. Thirty-four tanks were 

withdrawn to Romania, while the 

remaining tanks were pressed into service 

with the improvised Dubno Operational 

Group which was created on September 

16th and made up of several remnant 

formations of cavalry and infantry.  

The Dubno group fought against the 

Germans at the battle of Kamionka 

Strumiłowa.  

Polish R 35 Tanks also took part in the 

battle of Krasne against the Soviet 

invaders. Furthermore, six tanks were 

attached to the 10th Motorized Cavalry 

Brigade which fought along the southern 

Polish border. 

The second shipment of R 35 did not 

reach Poland prior to the outbreak of 

World War II and was redirected to Syria 

in October. 


