
 

2nd Armoured Battalion (Companies 111, 112 & 113)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Company HQ 

One Big Man (Level III) in FIAT 508 field 

car or in a motorcycle sidecar 

DIVISION SUPPORT UNITS 

 

1st Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) in motorcycle 

sidecar 

Three FT-17 tanks armed with 37mm gun 

Two FT-17 tanks armed with MGs 

Infantry Companies 

Support from companies or platoons of 

Polish infantry 

Infantry Anti-Tank Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Three 37mm wz.36 anti-tank guns  

Three horse-drawn limbers as tows 

Light Gun Battery 

Batteries of up to four guns (either all 

75mm or all 100mm), represented on 

table by an FO team 

A single tank battalion equipped with FT-17 tanks. Although their morale remains at three, 

tank crews from this unit only have two Actions, representing how slow and obsolete the 

FT-17s were. 

3rd Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) in motorcycle 

sidecar 

Three FT-17 tanks armed with 37mm gun 

Two FT-17 tanks armed with MGs 

2nd Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) in motorcycle 

sidecar 

Three FT-17 tanks armed with 37mm gun 

Two FT-17 tanks armed with MGs 

Motorcycle Reconnaissance Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Three rifle squads of eight men each, 

mounted on motorcycles 

Infantry Gun Platoon 

Batteries of up to two 75mm wz.02/26 

infantry guns towed by horse-drawn 

limbers; or can be represented on table 

by an FO team 

The Polish Army of 1939 



Notes 

2nd Armoured Battalion 

At the outbreak of the war Poland had 

102 old FT-17 tanks; their combat 

capability was very limited, since they 

were obsolete and extremely slow by 

modern standards. 

However, in September 1939, the 2nd 

armoured battalion formed three light 

tank companies (numbered: 111, 112, 

113), equipped with Renault FT-17 tanks. 

Their mobilization was finished on 

September 6th 1939, and then they were 

transported towards Brzesc.  

Due to bombardment of the railroad the 

111th light tank company was unloaded 

near the town of Łuków on September 

9th. During the next few days the 

company was trying to withdraw to the 

east, suffering from lack of fuel and lack of 

contact with friendly units (two tanks 

were destroyed by a reconnaissance unit 

belonging to the German Panzerdivision 

“Kempf”. The remaining tanks were 

captured on September 16th. 

The 112th and 113th light tank companies 

were more fortunate and arrived at Brzesc 

citadel/fortress upon the banks of the Bug 

river. There they were deployed in 

defensive positions expecting the German 

attack. 

The Germans attacked Brzesc with the 3rd 

and 10th Panzer Divisions on September 

14th 

Twelve FT-17 tanks of the 113th company, 

deployed in allotment gardens to the 

north of the Citadel in Brzesc, and were 

destroyed fighting against the German 

2nd battalion of the 8th tank regiment. 

Enemy tanks, however, did not manage to 

cross the northern Citadel gate, which had 

been blocked by the FT-17 tanks 

belonging to the 112th company.  

On September 15th the enemy assaults on 

the citadel were repelled, with a help of 

the 112th company's tanks, which were 

firing from covered positions within the 

fortress itself.  

On the 16th, after a daylong combat, the 

Polish units abandoned the citadel. A 

breakout with the remaining tanks failed, 

so they were left behind. 

Command 

The FT-17 tank company commander and 

platoon commanders did not ride in FT-17 

tanks. Instead officers used field cars and 

motorcycles with sidecars .  

One can only assume this had something 

to do with the painfully slow speed of FT-

17 tanks making them unsuitable for 

command vehicles. 

Armament 

I can find no record of the proportion of 

FT-17s that in 1939 were armed with guns 

as opposed to MGs.  

The Polish certainly started off with the 

3:2 ratio used in the lists, but that was 

when they first acquired the FT-17s back 

in 1919. 


