
 

3rd Light Tank Battalion (Warsaw City Defence HQ)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5th Company HQ 

One Big Man (Level III) 

One 7TP jw (1939) tank  

DIVISION SUPPORT UNITS 

 

1st Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Five 7TP jw (1939) tanks 

2nd Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Five 7TP jw (1939) tanks 

2nd Company HQ 

One Big Man (Level III) 

One 7TP dw tank 

Infantry Companies 

Support from companies or platoons of 

Polish infantry 

Infantry Anti-Tank Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Three 37mm wz.36 anti-tank guns  

Three horse-drawn limbers as tows 

Anti-Aircraft MG Platoon 

Four lkm wz. 08/15 or rkm wz.28 LMGs  

Five FIAT 508 field cars as transport 

 

Light Gun Battery 

Batteries of up to four guns (either all 

75mm or all 100mm), represented on 

table by an FO team 

A single tank battalion equipped with a single company of 7TP (1939) and a single 

company of 7TP dw tanks formed part of the Warsaw city defence HQ. Tank crews from 

this unit have three Actions and therefore a morale of three. 

1st Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Five 7TP dw tanks 

2nd Platoon 

One Big Man (Level II) 

Five 7TP dw tanks 

Air Support (Anti-Aircraft only) 

Sporadic air support from PZL.P7a fighters  

Warsaw Armoured Motorised Brigade 

Support from companies or platoons of 

infantry or motorcycle troops from the 

Warsaw Armoured Motorised Brigade 

Infantry Scout Platoon 

One Big Man (Level III) 

Four scout squads of eight men each 

One anti-tank rifle team of two men 

The Polish Army of 1939 

2ND COMPANY 

 

5TH COMPANY 

 



Notes 

3rd Light Tank Battalion 

As war broke out, a delivery of eleven 

new, improved 7TP arrived in Warsaw, 

intended for the 10th Motorized Cavalry 

brigade. Unfortunately for the 10th, these 

tanks remained in Warsaw for the city’s 

defence and were attached to the city 

defence HQ. 

The tanks were organized into an 

(incomplete) 3rd Light tank battalion. The 

battalion was made up of two companies 

of tanks: a company of eleven improved 

7TP tanks (5th Company, commanded by 

Captain Stanisław Grąbczewski); and a 

company of eleven 7TP dw tanks that had 

been designated for training (2nd 

Company, commanded by Captain Feliks 

Michałkowski.  

Six of the 7TP dws were from the 

Armoured Weapons' Training Centre in 

Modlin, and six from the 3rd Armoured 

Battalion (one remained a reserve and a 

prototype was also taken for parts). 

The new and improved tanks had no 

specifications that would distinguish them 

from other 7TP tanks, and would after the 

war often be designated as ‘9TP’ tanks. 

The tanks were manufactured in 1939, 

and will therefore be called ‘7TP jw 

(1939)’ tanks in these OOBs. 

The improved version of the 7TP tank was 

first manufactured as a prototype in 1938 

in order to act as a filler between the 

design and production of future light 

(10TP) and medium (14TP) cruiser tank 

models that were never realised due to 

the outbreak of the war. 

The improved 7TP tanks featured several 

upgrades:  wider tracks, a lighter and 

more reliable engine, the reduced weight 

allowed for improvement of the armour 

thickness which reached 40mm in places 

on the frontal armour and the turret. 

Furthermore the rear engine area was 

shielded by metal covers for added 

protection. The total production of these 

improved 7TP tanks only reached thirteen, 

including two prototypes. 

The Defence of Warsaw 

A platoon of the 2nd Company entered 

action on 7 September, performing a 

reconnaissance towards Radzymin, Tłuszcz 

and Łochów.  

On 9 September, both companies helped 

the infantry to repel an assault on Warsaw 

by the 4th Panzer Division. In street 

fighting in the Ochota W district, 42 

German tanks were lost in total.  



On next day a platoon of the 5th Company 

supported a Polish counter-attack in the 

Wola district, and one 7TP was damaged.  

During the night of 10/11 September, 

both companies along with a motorized 

infantry company were sent on a 

reconnaissance to Wawrzyszew W (a 

northern suburb of Warsaw). A forward 

platoon of twin-turret 7TP surprised a 

German platoon from the 36th Panzer 

Regiment resting on a roadside near a 

cemetery in Wawrzyszew, along with 

some motorized infantry.  

After a short combat, three German tanks 

were captured, and hauled away. Most if 

not all were PzKpfw Is, and unfortunately 

there is no record of whether any of the 

captured tanks were used by the Polish. 

According to one account, a fourth tank 

was also destroyed and three trucks were 

captured.  

The Poles also re-captured a transport 

column carrying Polish machine guns and 

ammunition, and liberated several dozens 

of POWs. The tanks next patrolled the 

area, with two being slightly damaged as a 

result of some skirmishes with infantry. 

On 12 September, all the tanks supported 

Polish troops attacking Okęcie W airfield 

and Służewiec W horse racing circuit. In 

several skirmishes seven tanks (mostly 

twin-turret) out of the 21 used were lost, 

and Captain Michałkowski was injured and 

taken prisoner.  

According to reports, one "medium" tank 

was captured, with several cars and a 

liaison aircraft destroyed (an Fi 156 Storch 

had its tail crushed by a twin-turret 7TP)  

After the unsuccessful Okęcie raid, both 

companies were joined into one.  

On 15 September, a platoon patrolling 

near Babice W met tanks of the 4th 

Panzer Division and captured one of them 

along with its crew. One 7TP was 

destroyed by friendly fire (it ran over a 

Polish mine in front of a barricade:  the 

crew survived).  

On 18 September, the company 

supported Polish troops in the Wola 

district, trying to make contact with 

remaining units of Army Poznań coming 

into Warsaw.  

The twin-turret tank platoon commanded 

by Lieutenant  Sempoliński helped to 

capture Nowy Chrzanów (west of 

Warsaw), but most of Lieutenant 

Kraskowski's platoon of single-turret tanks 

was destroyed around Wolska street by 

PzKpfw 35(t) tanks from the German 1st 

Leichte Division.  

After this, the remaining tanks were kept 

mainly as a reserve, and were used to 

support troop repelling the German 

assault near Warszawa Zachodnia 

(Western railway station) on 26 

September. 7TP tanks were finally halted 

by artillery, and only six tanks were left 

after this action.  

On the next day, besieged Warsaw 

surrendered. 


